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STOP PAYING FEES! 


You don't pay convenience, ATM, or international transaction 
fees at your favorite restaurant. So why are you paying them 

at the cannabis shop? 



Pay with the CanPay App at these fine retailers 

and never pay another fee again 


atrkry Us**™ (#“»») 

Get the CanPay App on Your Phone: www.CanPayApp.com 

CanPay is Ultra-Secure and it’s Free 

See the app for full list of retailers 
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i WHTOAY 

9AM - 9PM (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 

Look out for Holiday Sales * Daily Deals 30%-40% Off! 

$15 and $20 Dab Oil * $20 Vape Cartridges * $3.50 Pre-Rolls 
$3 Edibles * $6 Kief Infused Joints * Quality $6/g Dud * $60 & $99 Oz Options 


ft* ,• 

Pfi 

rtjjiif r t 


Medical Consultants always on staff 

BIRTHDAY DISCOUNTS • PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE 
MILITARY/VETERAN DISCOUNT 

Super Happy Hour 9am - Noon and 4pm to 6pm 
Enjoy B0G0 25% off 

Also enjoy BOG0 10% OFF 
all other hours of the day! 




■M 

17517 15th Are. AE. 
Shoreline. UIA 98 1 55 

206-557-7778 © (6! recreotionol.com 

DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. 
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For 
use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 






i. . 


8 • THE STRANGER'S GREEN GUIDE 



A Stranger PUBLICATION 


SEATTLE 


GREEN GUIDE 


Spring &. Summer 2017 


Editorial 

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 

Dan Savage 

EDITOR IN CHIEF 

Tricia Romano 

DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR 

Leilani Polk 


Marketing/Promotions 

READER INTERACTIVE DIRECTOR 

Nancy Hartunian 

Calendar 

REGIONAL CALENDAR DIRECTOR 

Jamie Reed 


NEWS EDITOR 

Steven Hsieh 

ARTS & MUSIC EDITOR 

Sean Nelson 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Christopher Frizzelle 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 

Amber Cortes, Eli Sanders 

FILM EDITOR 

Charles Mudede 

THEATER & BOOKS EDITOR 

Rich Smith 

STAFF WRITERS 

Sydney Brownstone, Heidi Groover, 
Ana Sofia Knauf, Dave Segal 

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER 

Jessica Fu 

COPY CHIEF 

Gillian Anderson 

Art & Production 

PRODUCTION MANAGER 

Erica Tarrant 

ART DIRECTOR 

Tracie Louck 

EDITORIAL DESIGNERS 

Jessica Stein, Mike Force 

ADVERTISING DESIGNERS 

Chelcie Blackmun, Joel Schomberg, Laurel 
Fried 


ARTS CALENDAR EDITOR 

Julia Raban 

MUSIC CALENDAR EDITOR 

Kim Selling 

ASSISTANT CALENDAR EDITOR 

Joule Zelman 

Business 

GENERAL MANAGER /SALES 

Laurie Saito 

CFO 

Rob Crocker 

CREDIT MANAGER 

Tracey Cataldo 

ACCOUNTING MANAGER 

Renee Krulich 

RECEPTIONIST 

Mike Nipper 

OFFICE MANAGER 

Evanne Hall 

Technology and Development 

CHIEFTECHNOLOGYOFFICER 

Anthony Hecht 

LEAD DEVELOPER 

Jay Jansheski 

DEVELOPERS 

Michael Crowl, Nick Nelson, 
Hannah Balenda 


Advertising 

SENIOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 

Katie Phoenix, Andi Pistay 

SENIOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE/THEATER 

Juliette Brush-Hoover 

ENTERTAINMENT ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

Diana Katz 

DISPLAY ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 

Devin Bannon, Darci Gatlin 

DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 

Jacki Lee 

ADVERTISING COORDINATOR 

Bobby Anderson 

SALES OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Taffy Marler 


Bold Type Tickets 

DIRECTOR OF SALES AND OPERATIONS 

Ryan Sparks 

CLIENT SOLUTIONS MANAGER 

Callan Berry 

CLIENT SOLUTIONS REPRESENTATIVES 

Grant Hendrix, Sarah VanSandt 

Circulation 

CIRCULATION MANAGER 

Kevin Shurtluff 

CIRCULATION ASSISTANT 

Paul Kavanagh 

PUBLISHER 

Tim Keck 


THE STRANGER 1535 11th Avenue, 

Third Floor, Seattle, WA 98122 
VOICE (206) 323-7101 FAX (206) 323-7203 
SALES FAX (206) 325-1*865 
HOURS Mon-Fri, 9 am-5:30 pm 
e-mail editor@thestranger.com LU VERIFIED 

k M l' Ai'i..: ani :f. 



FROM SELECT RETAIL LOCATIONS 


UELA SODO 



MARY MART TACOMA 


THE UftlILT LAKE STEUENS 


HASHTAG FREMQN1V REDMOND 


GREEN THEORY GELLEUUE 


SPRING/SUMMER 2017 *9 




WILLIES 

HE&ertVE 


STRWSHRr 

IlMDNENE 


I he all new lineup of in fused edibles 

from WILLIE'S RESERVE" 1 
sings Willj» Nelson's commitment 
10 good times and good practices. 

Our naturally derived Humors -me 
crafted using 100% organic GMChfree 
ingredients. The pure CO 2 caniiiibis distillate provides 
a consistent) delicious, and highly memorable experience. 


ikswkvc ■-**.> wmr.irM] ehithm* wa k. iumji t hmi.wii crv-iv 

w-iMJiiaar INS CM6 . IhMiw El rfJUH«i6JrtTa:Wfj}irtti isr i»&*n«o 


jitMuaras jkd jLv:^.vr aoNTHwi *w”ii wiwi,iy»wir t-c 

ustowrirjtnim hrtifTiflBt JwftHa ratfwrt or tw Mxii ? traJWs 


1 0 • THE STRANGER'S GREEN GUIDE 




MORE THC, PLEASE 




Self-Medicating with Weed in the Age of Trump 




BY AMBER CORTES 


'M 


T hese days, it’s easy to 

feel like you’re living in 
some kind of dystopian novel — 
or perhaps all of them at the same time 
(let’s call it Fahrenheit Brave New 198k 
Handmaid’s Tale World). The alt-right 
is in the White House, the wall is being 
built, environmental and labor regulations 
are getting rolled back. . . let’s face it, shit 
looks dark. On top of that, Attorney Gen- 
eral Jeff Sessions has been sending mixed 
messages about legal recreational weed. 

What’s a mildly anxious, socially 
conscious stoner to do? The following 
are only personal recommendations — 
suggestions on how some ganja good- 
ness can help heal Trump-related trau- 
ma. But different strains affect people 
differently, and just because something 
works for most people doesn’t mean it 
will work that way for you. 

Note: Do not consider any of this ac- 
tual medical advice. If you’re dealing with 
prolonged or intense feelings of anxiety 
and depression, take a break from the 
weed and seek professional help. ^ 


m i 

Di 

■9 
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WE'RE MAKING A 


BIG IMPACT 



IN OUR COMMUNITY 


jq) EMPLOYER OF CHOICE 

Full healthcare benefits - including medical, dental and vision 
insurance at zero cost in monthly premiums to our employees. 

Green2Go employees receive a company-sponsored Gold's Gym 
membership, as we encourage staff to take pride in their health. 


CONTRIBUTING TO OUR ECONOMY 

Paid over $2 Million in State Taxes 
Paid nearly $500,000 in Local Sales Tax 

CHARITABLE GIVING 

Green2Go donates to a plethora of local charities and non- 
profit organizations, including Confluent, the Rude Mechanicals, 
DrewBoy Creative, Chambers of Commerce and TRIDEC. 

ACTIVITIES & ACCOLADES 

Hosted and sponsored a cannabis industry appreciation event 
featuring Snoop Dogg and Warren G. 

Owner Steve Lee was honored with a Tri-City Area Journal of 
Business "Young Professional of the Year" Award. 


ir 





The area's longest established & first legal cannabis retail store. 

First cannabis company in the region to launch a 
#RecreateResponsibly multi-platform PSA campaign. 

Finished out 2016 as the #1 cannabis store 
east of the Cascades, and #3 store statewide. 


Green2Go wants to change the perception of the cannabis 
industry by setting an example of what we can be in our own 
community. The way we see it, we're just getting started. 



WARNING: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Smoking is hazardous to your health. There may be health risks associated with consumption 
of this product. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of reach of children and pets. 
Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. 
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to our awesome customers for making us 
the #3 cannabis retailer in Washington . 



Sourced from 502data.com. 


Tri-Cities Green2Go 

214610 E. SR 397 
Kennewick, WA 99337 
HOURS: 8:00am - 9:00pm 
[509] 591-7100 PHONE 

g2gmenu.com 


Tokio Green2Go 

2008 N.Durry Road 
Sprague, WA 99169 
HOURS: 8:00am - 9:00pm 
[509] 591-7100 PHONE 

tokio.g2gmenu.com 


Follow us on V3 W 
social media Ml 1 I 

Recreate 
Responsibly 



WARNING: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Smoking is hazardous to your health. There may be health risks associated with consumption 
of this product. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of reach of children and pets. 
Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. 
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PLORE 


NEW PRODUCTS * 
CBD GALORE 


CANNABIS GARDEN + 
EXTRACTION LAB TOURS 



CANNABIS 


1944 First Ave 5 r SoDo velacannabis.com 206 457 4359 
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PROBLEM: 


You stay up late at night scrolling through your news 
feed, kept awake by the endless litany of horrific new 
executive orders and bizarre tweets. Every time you 
close your eyes, you see an orange-headed, hollow- 
eyed Cheeto monster. He haunts your nightmares. 

You’ll definitely want to lean toward indica strains — known for 
their deeply relaxed, glued-to-the-couch-type effects and a great 
salve for insomnia. Sara Fletcher, the procurement manager and 
“resident sleep doctor” for Dockside Cannabis, recommends what 
she calls “sleep-forward strains.” 

“Sleep-forward strains,” she explains, “are products that are 
going to help you kick your feet up a little bit more and promote 
relaxation.” Strains like Granddaddy Purple, Afghan Kush, and 
Purple Kush will blanket your senses with calming effects and, 
possibly, stop those racing Trump-train thoughts. 

“Sometimes one of the greatest things that keeps us from fall- 
ing asleep is us,” she says. “Just our brain turning in circles and 
trying to figure things out — sleep-forward strains help stop your 
treadmill of thoughts.” 


It’s all in the terpenes, you see — chemical compounds that 
provide the flavor and aroma of the plant, like in a bouquet. Ter- 
penes attach themselves to various receptors in the brain, yielding 
various effects. Strains high in the terpene linalool, which occurs 
naturally in flowers and herbs like lavender and coriander, help 
promote serenity. 

“It has a really similar effect,” explains Fletcher, “to imbib- 
ing actual lavender by tea or even just smelling the essential oil.” 
Grape Ape is also a great sleep-forward strain — “a classic,” Fetch- 
er says, that “smells like candy and tastes like an IPA.” 

For those times when you wake up in the middle of the night 
and can’t get back to sleep, Fletcher recommends keeping a spray 
like the Enchantmint Breathspray on your nightstand. Spray it 
under your tongue — it will absorb sublingually and be in your 
bloodstream within 10 minutes. 

Another option is a tincture called Deep Sleep, which has 
herbal extracts, a touch of sweet orange essential oils, and a 
high CBD-to-THC ratio. For a more sustained effect that will 
take longer to set in, eat some Swifts truffles an hour before 
bedtime. 

And stay away from the news, Fletcher recommends. “Watch 
some Netflix,” she says. “Or silly baby-animal videos.” ► 
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PROBLEM 


You need creative inspiration to 
make signs for yet another protest 
and you are running out of ideas. 
You also need motivation to 
march, stay vigilant, and not burn 
out. It's going to be a long four 
years. 

When it’s time to rally, sativa strains typi- 
cally bring out an energetic, uplifting high. 
Strains like Girl Scout Cookies and Jilly- 
bean are great for bringing out your social 
side, too, so you can make new friends 
while writing postcards to your elected 
representatives. Amp it up even more with 
caffeinated cannabis products like Bullet- 
proof coffee at Trichome and local cold- 
brew coffee from Mirth Provisions. ^ 




HOLT SMOKE 


ass 


DETOX AND 
SYNTHETICS 
KRATOM: 
20 strains 
in-house 


1556 E Olive Way Seattle, WA (206) 323-HOLY 

(Glass art piece by Kevin) 



OPEN EVERY DAY 10AM - 11PM 


3831 Stone Way N Seattle WA 98103 

Close to Green Lake, Fremont Troll & Gasworks Park 
Dog and bike friendly 
ATMs with only 50 cent fee 

Specials, menu & more at www.ozseattle.com 

o© OZSeattle © 4Leafly OZ. Recreational Cannabis 

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. 
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of 
this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. WAC 31 4-55-1 55 
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FAIRWINDS 

We've got you covered. 



capsules, tinctures, and more 


From the same people 
who brought you the 
#1 selling topical. 


u l^SOw 




Fairwinds gives back. 

10%, exocg«Si from Companion TrrttlLni, 
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WEST SEATTLE 


5435 CALIFORNIA AVE SW 
SEATTLE, WA 98136 

206,466,1465 


RECREATIONAL 
+ MEDICAL 

ConnaWe5t5eattle.com 

gre/»S!prices 



1o Vainan 
F#rry 
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"I'm a regular here and IVb never had 
something I haverf! liked, their s el ee Non 
is fantastic." - Mark 

"I lave lhat they hove a Senior discount 
everydovr - Mory 

"Greet leieciion of we«l known brands 
and really n«ce boutique producU I 
haven't seen anywhere else.' 1 - Jason 

They always have great deal* and 
surprise discount sl“ - Male 

"AM the be si brands and their prices are 
realty competilive." * Laura* 


On Your Way To 

ALKI BEACH + LINCOLN PARK + VASHON FERRY 
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PROBLEM: 


All this intrigue about election hack- 
ing, fake news, wiretaps, mysteri- 
ous deaths of Russian ambassadors, 
smartphone searches at the border... 
you want to relax, but you're just too 
paranoid! 

If you feel like getting high would only make it 
worse, then a low-THC/high-CBD flower strain 
or concentrate is for you. CBD (sometimes re- 
ferred to as “dad weed”) is a type of cannabinoid 
like THC, but unlike THC, it’s not psychoactive, 
which means it won’t turn your brain into a rub- 
ber bouncy ball. It won’t stimulate receptors 
that compel you to double check your micro- 
wave for recording devices. Some high-CBD/ 
low-THC strains include Harlequin, Sweet and 
Sour Widow, and ACDC. 

Or look for some purple weed, like the gor- 
geous stuff pictured here, grown by Seattle 
Green Buds. Purple usually indicates a sedating 
indica high. ► 




BEST QUALITY & LOWEST PRICED CANNABIS IN SEATTLE! 


Gania 


Mitwii&iA fo a itftu 1 Aigft 

VISIT US DOWNTOWN AT 

3207 1 STAVE S, SEATTLE. WA 98134 


FREE SHUTTL 

rurnvntVI CALL 204.682.7220 F0RJNF0 
tuRiDMi GANJAGODOESSSEATTLE.COM ' 


This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. 
There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For adults 21 and older. Keep out of reach of children. 
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SEATTLE -WA5HINGTOI 


GET 25% OFF 

your tickets when you use code 
STRANGER25 at checkout! 


»»20TH|lHr0Ull!I 
134 HORTH 33TH STREET, SEATTLE WA 90103 



DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOU’RE SMOKING? 

We don't use pesticides. 

But we test for pesticides and publish 
the results for your assurance 

Organically grown. 

We use only the finest 100% Organic 
ingredients in our living soil mix and 
we have among the highest terppnes in the 
state, 

Sustainable. 

We use sustainable water and powei 
from the Pend Oreitle River, and nave 
one of the most energy efferent 
buildings in Ehe industry. 

Unique genetics. 

We collect unique and hard to find 
strains. Picked for their unique high, 
aroma and appearance. Some unique 
to only us. 


www.newdaycannabis.com 
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PROBLEM 


Anxiety about the country 
plummeting into impending 
fascist doom. 

The solution depends on the time of day and 
how much anxiety you feel, says Ted Warren, 
a state-certified medical marijuana consul- 
tant and the medical coordinator for Have 
a Heart. If you’re feeling the POTUS panic 
and are in a comfortable place, you may want 
to try a quick, intense solution. 

“Evidence shows that doing a high dose 
of CBDs immediately through a vaporizer or 
through a dab is hands-down the best tech- 
nique to get your anxiety knocked out,” he 
says. 

For a more long-term effect, taking a 
CBD capsule or edible soon after will help 
soften the comedown once the effects of the 
dab start to wear off. “It’s very similar to 
when they tell you take a pain med every four 
to six hours,” he explains. 

Of course, Warren says, he wouldn’t rec- 
ommend dabbing for beginners — it’s pretty 
heavy-duty stuff. So if you’re new to mari- 
juana, or if you feel like you just need a little 
on-the-spot anti-Trump bump, try Oakor 
Slips — they’re vegan and gluten-free breath 
strips that take about 20 minutes to kick in. 

Warren himself has a very specific (and 
unusual) method of delivering anxiety relief: 
First he takes a spoonful of turmeric, then 
smokes a high-CBD joint (his go-to strain is 
Cannatonic), and then bites down on a black 
peppercorn and downs a glass of water. “And 
what that has done for me is eliminated the 
need for cyclobenzaprine and any of the 
psych meds that people are on now,” he says. 

Why turmeric? It elevates serotonin lev- 
els while lowering stress hormones like corti- 
sol, similar to what CBD does. 

“Eat curry and smoke weed, and you’ll 
get Trump off your mind!” he promises. ■ 



LESTER BLACK 
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KNOWLEDGE * EXPERIENCE * COMPASSION 


TOCK-U 


4/19 
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ENTIRE STORE 
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20% STORE WIDE ON 


GREENWORKS 
LAKE CITY 


GREENWORKS 

GREENWOOD 


J06.922.3911 

11064 LAKE CITY WAY NE 
SEATTLE WA 98125- 


206.492.5132 
315 NORTH 105S r 
SEATTLE WA 96133 


MEDICALLY ENDORSED // WWW.GREENWORKSCANNAi5IS.COM 
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NO OTHER STATE HAS THIS 

DUMB RULE 

ABOUT PACKAGING 

BY LESTER BLACK 


W hen it comes to packaging legal weed, Washington 
State is an outlier. Unlike Oregon, Alaska, Colorado, 
and every other state that allows recreational or 
medical cannabis sales, state law here prohibits customers from 
smelling their weed before they buy it. State law requires that 
cannabis be completely sealed in individual packages before it 
even enters the retailer’s premises. That means we can’t use 
our nose, which is one of our most powerful tools in evaluating 
cannabis, when we are selecting what flower to buy. ^ 
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GET THE GEAR. 

SUPPORT GREAT 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


L ITMFA 



Net proceeds of all contributions to ITMFA will be donated to 
the American Civil Liberties Union, Planned Parenthood and the 
International Refugee Assistance Project, 


www.lmpeachTheMotherFuckerAlready.com 
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EVERYTHING MUST BE SEALED And sniff jars go stale quickly and poorly represent the product. 


< “You can’t smell the product, you can’t feel 
the product, and you have no idea what that prod- 
uct is until you get home,” said Andrew Cornwall, 
an owner of Origins Recreational in West Seattle. 
“If you could walk in and smell containers, it would 
definitely be better for the customer.” 

Retailers are able to have sniff jars on the prem- 
ises, which are containers filled with sam- 
ple amounts of each strain of cannabis that 
customers can open and smell. But Corn- 
wall said the sniff jars quickly go stale and 
don’t represent the product well. 

“I don’t even carry them in our store 
because it’s such a poor representation of 
our product, why even bother,” he said. 

Mike McCoy, the bud purchaser for 
Vancouver’s the Herbery pot shops, 
agreed about the problem with sniff jars. 

He added that he sees many customers 
buy in one-gram increments because 
they can’t fully evaluate the weed they 
are buying. 

“That’s why in this market there are a 
lot of people who will start with one-gram 
units. It’s a necessity, because we can’t 
touch it or inspect it like [we used to be able to] in the 
medical side,” said McCoy. “And then once they’ve 
tried it, they’ll come back if they liked it.” 

States like Oregon and Colorado still require 
that every cannabis product be in a sealed con- 
tainer, but only just before the customer makes 
the cannabis purchase. That means budtenders 
can open a bulk quantity of weed, let the cus- 


tomer check it out, and then transfer the de- 
sired amount into a sealable container before 
the customer buys it. 

McCoy said he’s noticed the difference when he’s 
visited Portland’s pot shops. “Even across the river 
in Oregon, if you want to check something out, the 
guy is going to grab a jar with half a pound in it, and 


you’ll actually be able to inspect it,” he said. 

Why is it so important to smell your weed before 
you buy it? Because our sense of smell is a power- 
ful indicator of both good and bad traits in weed. 
Many of weed’s aromas are derived from aromatic 
terpenes, which many scientists believe play a role 
in the effects of the high. So if you’re choosing be- 
tween a lemon haze from two different farms, your 


sense of smell is one of your most important tools. 
And it’s also useful in sniffing out damaged weed, 
McCoy noted. 

“If it wasn’t cured correctly or if possible mold 
is present, you can tell right away by smelling it,” 
McCoy said. “If it smells like actual grass, like the 
chlorophyll in the plant, that makes it taste not 
so pleasant. So you’re looking for that 
sweet, pungent earth smell, but you do 
not want something that smells like it 
has been in a lawn mower.” 

Brian Smith, spokesperson for the 
Washington State Liquor and Cannabis 
Board, said the sealed-package require- 
ment was put in place by law and not by 
any of the board’s rulemaking. “It was in 
the law. When this thing started, mari- 
juana was completely illegal and they 
were very careful in writing the law to 
allow that to go forward,” Smith said. 

The sealed-container requirement 
has another consequence besides putting 
a wall between our nose and our weed: 
mountains of wasteful trash. Any regular 
user of cannabis can tell you that all of 
these plastic baggies, or heavy glass containers 
for top-shelf weed, pile up. Without the sealed- 
package requirement, a consumer could bring an 
approved resealable container to their bud shop 
and never leave with wasteful petroleum packag- 
ing again. That would make my regular trips to 
the weed shop as happy as a trip down the PCC 
bulk-food aisle. ■ 
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he Fab Egg is an intricate bong that sends clouds of weed vapor 
through a dizzying array of percolators all contained in one egg- 
shaped chamber. In 2012, Scott Deppe and Jake Colito made their 
first one and sold it for $1,200. The product captivated the high-end 
bong market immediately, and the price tag has increased with each 
new incarnation. In 2016, during an auction in the basement of Se- 
attle’s El Gaucho steak house, an astounding thing happened: Aver- 
sion of the bong sold for more than $100,000. 

The meteoric rise of Deppe and Colito’s handblown pipes — which 
sell under their Bellingham company’s name, Mothership — would 
be hard to imagine 14 years ago, when items like the Fab Egg were 
being confiscated by the federal government. What has changed in 
such a short period of time to turn bong makers into millionaires 
instead of federal convicts? 



FAB EGG 

Mothership’s 
signature piece. 


Several things at once. In a sense, it’s no surprise, given that 
we live in a part of the world with legal weed, an artistic tradition 
of high-end glassblowing, and a healthy population of rich people. 
Plus, across the country, shadowy cannabis cash was an inevitable 
result of a black-market drug turning into a legal one. This is not 
the story of one bong. Mothership’s $100,000 Fab Egg was actually 
the second six-figure pipe sold by the company. Hundreds of bongs 
in the $10,000 range, made by dozens of different artists, have sold 
in the past five years. That has created a booming economy for glass 
artists, who are heavily concentrated in Washington State. 

At first glance, the whole thing seems so ridiculous — $100,000 
for a bong? Even $1,000 seems like a crazy amount to spend on a 
piece of drug paraphernalia. But look past the stigma surrounding 
pot, and this industry is like any other American craft movement. 
Just like fine textiles, pottery, or furniture, functional glass is made 
by studio artists executing their skills at an astonishing degree of 
craftsmanship. If a Gustav Stickley sideboard can sell for $300,000, 
a Peter Voulkos ceramic pot can sell for $100,000, and a Dale Chihuly 
sculpture can sell for millions of dollars, what’s so strange about the 
best glassblowers in the world getting six figures for something you 
can smoke pot out of? 

While you ponder that question, the answer is already being 
broadcast on Instagram accounts around the world. Even though 
people who have the kind of cash to spend $100,000 on bongs are 
not, in my experience, the kind of people who want to talk to journal- 
ists (maybe it has something to do with that shadowy-cannabis-cash 
situation), I was able to ask the person who bought the $100,000 
piece at El Gaucho some questions through Instagram. The col- 
lector, whose Instagram handle is Uncleerrrl, said that buying the 
Mothership piece gained him immediate attention. 

“[I] went from a couple hundred followers to 10k overnight,” Un- 
cleerrrl said via private message. He is now up to more than 20,000 
followers and frequently posts pictures or videos of the $100,000 
bong being used around the world. ► 
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◄ The majority of the highest-end pieces out there are sold 
through private messages on Instagram or anonymous message 
services like Kik or Snapchat. But even without going through 
private business channels like Instagram, you could drop $30,000 
right now on any number of glass websites. 

These staggering quantities of cash have started to attract 
traditional glass artists — who have spent their careers creating 
sculptures and vases for corporate lobbies — to the bong mar- 
ket. With bongs appreciating at astronomical rates, going from 
$1,000 to $80,000 in less than half a decade, many people in the 
industry think functional glass art may be riding a price bubble 
that is bound to collapse. But the march of weed legalization is 
also spreading stoner acceptance among the ultrarich. Califor- 
nia just recently legalized cannabis, and soon Los Angeles will 
have recreational weed stores. It wouldn’t be surprising if New 
York City had legal weed within a decade. Does that mean pricey 
bongs will start to populate mantels in Beverly Hills and the Up- 
per East Side? Who knows. 

Either way, welcome to the era of the $100,000 bong — you’re 
already living in it. 







on 



or Snapehat. 


*** 

On a gray day, I drive up to Bellingham to see Mothership’s 
15,000-square-foot production facility. Colito and Deppe are both 
busy working on their own glass pieces, manipulating colorful 
materials in front of a blowtorch’s flame, and checking the work 
being produced by their 48 employees. After exchanging pleas- 
antries over a fat joint in the Mothership break room, Colito 
takes me on a tour. We pass through a maze of rooms where 
young people in hoodies work at lines of glassblowing stations. 
At the end of their warehouse is a room where each piece is care- 
fully packaged and shipped. We walk past a row of six-foot-tall 
safes and make our way to an identical safe that’s set apart from 
the rest on its own side of the room. 

Inside this safe is the company’s elite line of glass, the pieces 
that start around $10,000. This elite glass is distinct from their 
more basic line of water pipes, which are made by the shop’s 
employees out of clear glass and retail for $500 to $5,000. The 
relatively cheaper clear pipes are still highly sought after — if 
you want one, you will likely have to camp outside a head shop 
before one of their release drops — but each clear piece is rep- 
licated hundreds of times by the shop’s flame workers. On the 
other hand, each piece of colorful elite glass is unique and never 
replicated. Mothership has made about 150 pieces in this elite 
line, they say, and every one of them has either maintained or 
increased in value. 

“If you look at all of our pieces, they’ve all gone up in ► 
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◄ value,” Deppe says. “We’re not overproducing 
stuff. And for all of the elite and color pieces, we 
are making only one. We’ve sold pieces for $1,000 
back when we started, and now they’ve resold for 
$80,000.” 

Colito reaches into the safe and pulls out an or- 
nate wooden box engraved with sacred geometry 
and inlaid with semiprecious stones. He carefully 
pulls the lid back along its wooden hinge to reveal 
a bong that looks like a replica of a convenience- 
store soda cup. A yellow-and-white-striped glass 
straw exits the top and functions as the mouth- 
piece, while the bowl sits on a stem sticking out 
from the side of the clear glass cup. Swirls of color 
ring the clear glass, and a ring of small marbles, 
each handcrafted with breathtaking detail, line 
the bottom of the cup. The marbles sit inside the 
cup’s interior, where they’ll mix with water and 
weed vapor as the piece is used. This is a collab- 
orative piece between Mothership and a team of 
Japanese glassblowers led by Junichi Kojima. 
Most of the world’s extremely expensive bongs 
are the work of two or more famous artists. 

Colito takes the cup out and holds it up to the 
light, and he tells me that it has already sold for 
more than $100,000. He even seems surprised by 
that price tag. 

“It’s crazy, man. We are super grateful for 
all of this,” Colito says. “It’s gone beyond my 


dreams; it just blows my mind.” 

He carefully puts the piece back in its box and 
returns it to the safe. Then he pulls out a simi- 
larly ornate wooden box and pulls back the lid, 
but that’s as far as he will go. 

“I don’t even want to get fingerprints on this 


one,” Colito tells me. 

Tucked securely in the black foam of the box 
sits what may be the most talked about bong 
ever made. It’s another collaboration with the 
Japanese artists, who have used their pointillis- 
tic technique to create Grateful Dead-themed ► 
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◄ marbles, inlaying dancing bears and skulls 
into orbs that are attached to the inside and 
outside of the piece. The Dead’s iconic 11-point 
lightning bolts are also attached to the outside, 
and the entire piece is so perfectly assembled 
that it’s easy to forget that it was made by hu- 
man hands out of melted glass. Colito wouldn’t 
tell me the bong’s asking price, but more than a 
dozen people interviewed said the 10-inch-tall 
piece has been priced at more than $200,000. 
Most people watching the market think it will 
sell. 


Just a reminder: This would have been un- 
heard of 14 years ago. 

Back then, bong makers were being locked 
up during Operation Pipe Dreams, a George 
W. Bush administration raid that targeted 
hundreds of homes and businesses across the 
country. More than 50 people were charged 
with federal crimes, including Tommy Chong, 
who was convicted of conspiracy to distribute 
drug paraphernalia and sentenced to nine 
months in federal prison. A lot has changed 
since then. Recreational weed is legal in eight 
states, and medical weed is allowed in almost 
30. Even with a new presidential administra- 
tion opposed to pot legalization, the country is 
a much friendlier place for stoners than it used 
to be. 

Of course, it’s a lot easier to stomach spend- 
ing $10,000 on a bong if you are reasonably 
sure that a cop isn’t going to confiscate it. And 
weed legalization didn’t just make it easier to 
carry paraphernalia, it also generated a lot of 
cash for some cannabis entrepreneurs. Most 
of Washington’s legal weed businesses can de- 
posit money in banks, but that banking access 
is severely limited outside of our state. The 
medical cannabis industry in states like Cali- 
fornia and Arizona, which has very limited ac- 
cess to traditional banking, has put hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in cash into the pockets 
of individual people. Without a bank to use, 
those entrepreneurs are looking for places to 
invest their dough, and a portion of that cash 
has likely made it into this glass market. 

Plus, the liberalization of weed laws has 
allowed stoners in the upper echelons of our 
society to come out of the woodwork. Anyone 
who has spent time with America’s ultrarich 
knows they like drugs just like the plebeians. 
Now that weed is being normalized, they can 
publicly affirm their coolness with extremely 
expensive bongs. 

“Glass is one of those things that is on a 
cultural timeline, and it’s becoming socially 
acceptable to be proud of a $25,000 pipe on 
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display in your house the same way you would 
be proud of a $25,000 painting,” said Duke Sigu- 
linski, an art broker. Sigulinski owns Masterlink 
Art Consulting and claims to have sold almost 
$1,000,000 in functional glass art. 

Uncleerrrl, who bought the $100,000 piece, 
said he wanted to buy the pipe specifically be- 
cause he is a fan of Sagan, a Bellingham artist 
who collaborated on the space-themed piece with 
Mothership’s Scott Deppe. 

In Uncleerrrl’s exact words to me through 
Instagram: “I went after the ms sagan cuz I had 
two sagan pieces already.” Uncleerrrl hit up Sa- 
gan and “told him I wanted it and I got the in- 
vite to the show three days before the show and 


I mobbed out and made my dream come true.” 
After that, Uncleerrrl “was getting hit [up left] 
and right to come through all over the country 
just to see” it. 

In addition to being a marketplace, Instagram 
functions as a venue to show off. Almost every 
glass artist conducts some portion of their sales 
directly through the social-media website, allow- 
ing them a free way to post images of bongs for 
sale and to connect with buyers. 

Glass-pipe making is naturally a dispersed 
and underground industry, with small studios set 


up in backyard sheds and ignored warehouses 
across the country. Even in a place like Wash- 
ington, where well-known bong makers are scat- 
tered throughout the state in cities and suburbs, 
there was no hub for high-end bong making un- 
til in 2012, when Nathan Aweida opened 7 Point 
Studios in a warehouse on Dearborn Street in 
Seattle. 

“When I got up here, I realized most of the 
artists knew each other, but there wasn’t any kind 
of active community,” said Aweida, who blows 
glass under the name Nate Dizzle. 

Aweida’s studios became a nexus for high-end 
bongs and the artists who make them. Some of 
the most influential and expensive pieces in the ► 
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◄ world have been worked on at 7 Point Studios. Mothership’s 
famous green-skull water pipe, which you can see on the cover 
of this magazine and which sold for $100,000, was conceived at 7 
Point Studios. 

Aweida made a name for himself within the industry when he 
came up with his signature Swiss Perc design in 2007. The design, 
which Aweida recently won a trademark for, is a disk-shaped tube 
with multiple holes punched completely through, making the glass 
look like a piece of Swiss cheese. Each hole in the water pipe func- 
tions as a percolator, breaking up the smoke and making the hit 
smoother. 

Aweida’s Swiss Peres have become highly collectible, and the 
design’s function has had a huge influence on the industry, most 
clearly in that $100,000 Fab Egg. 

“The Fab Egg is essentially a 3-D version of the Swiss Perc,” 
Colito said. “I remember Scott [Deppe] told Nate [Aweida], you 
should do a 3-D version, and he never did it, so we did.” 

In addition to offering a space for glass artists to make pipes 
freely — most institutions with glassblowing studios, like Pratt 
Fine Arts Center, still don’t allow people to make pipes in their 
facilities — 7 Point offered a school dedicated to glass-pipe making. 
Aweida called it the Boro School, its name inspired by borosilicate, 
the type of glass that most contemporary glass pipes are made out 
of. Borosilicate is able to withstand repeated heat changes without 
breaking, which makes it a natural material for cannabis pipes and 
scientific lab equipment. It’s also the same material that Pyrex is 
made out of. 

Bob Snodgrass is the artist widely credited with making the 
first borosilicate smoking pipes. Snodgrass starting working with 
glass in Ohio in the 1970s and then traveled around the country 
blowing glass pipes in a mobile studio set up in a bus and often 
touring with the Grateful Dead. In 1990, Snodgrass settled in Eu- 
gene, Oregon, where he started attracting apprentices and laying 
the groundwork for the Northwest to be the center of glass-pipe 
making. 

“I think it all grew out of Bob’s location,” said David Willis, 
an internationally collected glass sculpture artist who apprenticed 
with Snodgrass. “I think if Bob had set up in Ohio, then there 
would be a huge hub in Ohio, because he had the knowledge and 
that’s where it started. In this case, Eugene happens to be pretty 
close to Seattle, which has been a mecca for glass for 30 or 40 
years, so the proximity of the two is really nice.” 

Snodgrass invented many of the foundational techniques of 
pipe making. The Northwest does not have an exclusive claim 
on the current high-end pipe market — Philadelphia, Denver, and 
Southern California have very active scenes — but Snodgrass’s ► 
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4 inventive spirit has lingered here. Many of the 
biggest innovations in pipe making, like color- 
changing pipes and the use of meticulously craft- 
ed marbles, came from him. 

And there are other functional-glass inven- 
tions that originated in Washington State 
and immediately got copied by the entire 
pipe industry. For instance, Kevin McCul- 
ley, who used to work for an hourly wage 
at Mothership, went on to revolutionize 
the dab sector of the market with a piece 
that could vaporize concentrates far more 
efficiently than anything before. It looks 
a bit like a golf club, with a bucket at the 
end of a hollow tube. He named it the 
Quave Club Banger. 

These days, the vast majority of con- 
centrated cannabis dabs are vaporized on 
Quave Club Bangers or their knockoffs, 
and, just like the word “Kleenex” is to tissues, the 
word “banger” is now synonymous with any piece 
used for dabbing. McCulley left Mothership in 2013 
and set up shop at 7 Point Studios to manufacture 
his banger. After two years, his operation had too 
many employees to stay in Aweida’s warehouse, 
so McCulley moved into his own space in Seattle’s 
Sodo neighborhood. The 29-year-old’s production 
facility, Quave CB, has nearly 30 full-time employ- 
ees. McCulley’s banger manufacturing company 


is now a million-dollar business and his bongs are 
some of the most expensive in the world, frequently 
selling for more than $40,000. Some collaborative 
pieces — made by McCulley and his partners in the 
glass-art world — reach the $100,000 mark. 


Before McCulley left Mothership, he devel- 
oped another industry standard with Deppe, 
called the Klein Recycler. The Klein, which sends 
smoke vapor and water into tubes that exit and 
reenter the bong, has since become copied by 
bong makers across the world. 

And after McCulley moved to his first stu- 
dio at 7 Point, he became a mentor to two other 
young glass artists who have since become big 
names in the industry. Patrick Lee and Norman 


Griswold, who go by PurpSkurp710 and Stormin 
Norman, went from learning the basics of glass 
at Aweida’s Boro School to selling bongs for more 
than $40,000. Lee, who is 23 years old, moved to 
Seattle from Vancouver, BC, in 2014, and immedi- 
ately rented out a glassblowing station 
in 7 Point Studios. Lee said watching 
McCulley work on a set of pieces for a 
Quave show was an invaluable experi- 
ence. 

Lee told me that McCulley “pretty 
much spent the entire time working on 
one solo show, and we got to learn the 
fundamentals by watching him. That’s 
where I’d say I learned all of my funda- 
mentals of glassblowing.” 

Lee’s signature bong design, called 
the Skurper, has gotten so popular that 
people around the world clamor for the 
chance to spend thousands of dollars on them and 
Chinese manufacturers have started copying him. 

Danny White is using a blowtorch to con- 
nect the head of a snarling glass dog to its glass 
body, which will eventually become a water pipe. 
He makes a slight misstep and has to rearrange 
his hands. The whole process looks goofy and ► 
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◄ dangerous, with a blaring blowtorch in front of 
his face, so I ask how often he burns himself. The 
quick-witted White responds, “Only on payday.” 
His studio mate, Brent Rogers, corrects him, 
“That only applies to soft glass.” 

That glass-artist joke within a joke makes a 
lot more sense when you realize what Rogers and 
White are in the middle of doing. After years of 
working in the traditional glass industry, which 
rewards iconic names like Chihuly with big pay- 
checks but pays little to the glassblowers behind 
the scenes, the two are attempting to make the 
switch into pipe making. 

Rogers and White have set up a pipe-making 
studio in an old fish refrigerator at Seattle’s Fish- 
erman’s Terminal. They are, in effect, trying not 
to get burned on payday anymore. 

In switching from sculptures to bongs, the two 
are not only changing the function of their art 
but also the material they work with. They come 
from Chihuly’s world of “soft glass,” which is fun- 
damentally different from the borosilicate glass 
that pipes are made out of. Borosilicate must be 
heated to much higher temperatures to melt, 
hence its nickname “hard glass.” That means it 
is better for making tightly sealed and complex 
joints — like Mothership’s Fab Egg — and it needs 
to be heated with the direct flame of a blowtorch. 
Chihuly’s soft glass uses the indirect heat of 
room-sized kilns. 

Rogers and White nonchalantly talk about the 
switch from soft glass to borosilicate. They rec- 
ognize that they are learning new techniques, but 
they don’t see themselves as breaking a cultural 
divide between the two art forms. That’s a per- 
spective shared by many soft-glass artists but not 
by most pipe makers, who after years of working 
in the shadows feel like they’ve been largely shut 
out of the traditional glass world. 

As Deppe explained it to me up in Bellingham: 
“We’ve been shunned. We’ve had people who 
worked at our shop try to get their nonfunction- 
al art in shows, and the galleries said, ‘No, you 
worked for that bong shop.’” 

Aweida said he’s always seen the soft-glass 
world carry a stigma against pipe makers. “We’ve 
been treated as the redheaded stepchild of the 
traditional glass artists, but I notice that slowly 
starting to change,” he said. 

Borosilicate has been kept as an underground 
art form both because it’s used for smoking weed 
and because of the relatively low cost of setting 
up a borosilicate studio. Because all you need is a 
blowtorch, oxygen, propane, and a tabletop kiln to 
work with borosilicate, an artist can set up a stu- 
dio in a shed with as little as $1,000. A soft-glass 
studio, on the other hand, can easily cost $100,000 
to set up, thanks to pricey furnaces and plumbing 
needs. And running a soft-glass studio for just an 
hour is extremely expensive. 


COURTESY OF MOTHERSHIP 

POINTILLISTIC detail The lines in each Grateful Dead marble (see page 37) are created 
with hundreds of extremely small dots of glass. 


Lydia Boss, exhibition assistant at Pilchuck 
Glass School, said that low start-up costs for 
working with borosilicate have allowed the pipe- 
making industry to flourish underground, outside 
of places like Pilchuck. “If you have a torch at your 
house, you can blow glass all day and all night. 
You can excel and innovate things at a faster rate 
because you are just a slave to the torch,” Boss 
said. “Whereas in soft glass, it’s so expensive. You 
can’t rent the studio every day of the week unless 
you have tons of money.” 

Boss is one of the people helping to bridge the 
gap between soft and hard glass. She said pipes 
have probably been made after-hours at Pilchuck 
since its inception in 1971, but it wasn’t until last 
year that the school officially started offering 
classes in making functional glass. In September 
2016, Boss helped organize a show dedicated to 
pipes at Pilchuck’s Pioneer Square exhibition 
space. 

David Willis, who apprenticed with Snodgrass 
and went on to study at Pilchuck, now works in 
both soft and hard glass. His sculptures are inter- 
nationally collected, and he said he does not see a 


large difference between the two types of glass. 

“The difference between boro and soft glass 
is kind of insignificant. At the center of it is the 
material, glass, and how you get it to do what you 
want it to do. It has certain things that it wants 
to do, but when we as makers want to realize an 
idea, you have to work around the material to 
make that happen,” Willis said. 

White, the pipe maker who set up shop in 
Fisherman’s Terminal, said he still gets the same 
rush from working on hard glass as he did from 
soft glass, and he plans to continue pursuing both 
glass types. He said one of his biggest interests in 
making functional glass was to sell to customers 
that were closer to his age. 

“It’s like 60-plus[-year-olds] all day when you 
look at the market for soft glass. We naturally 
gravitate toward boro because it’s a more youth- 
ful market,” White said. 

He said he hopes the high-end bong market 
will sustain itself, but he is as aware as anyone of 
the bubble possibility. “Is it the work that makes 
it expensive or is it the collector that makes it ex- 
pensive? I guess that’s to be determined.” ■ 
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Walking into a Weed Store 

with a Bunch of Senior Citizens 



Cannabis Use Is Way Up Among 
People 65 and Older 

BY AMBER CORTES 


Jk #hat did you get?” 

W W The newest customers of Vela, a 
cannabis shop in Sodo, stand in a circle in the corner 
of the store, eagerly poring over their purchases. 

“I got the cream,” says one. 

“I got the weed!” says another giddily. 

It’s a special day. These senior citizens are part 
of a field trip organized by Village Concepts, an as- 
sisted-living facility in Gig Harbor. They have previ- 
ously toured a farm in Skagit Valley, various muse- 
ums, and a manufacturing plant where Boeing parts 
are made. Going on tours helps them earn “credits” 
for a program called Village Concepts University. 

“The goal,” explains Tracy Willis, the director of 
corporate development at Village Concepts, “is to 


keep seniors engaged in the greater community, learn- 
ing about pop culture or current events, so that they 
don’t feel like they’re isolated from new information.” 

But this is their first time at a marijuana store. 
Are they excited to be here? 

“Excited to be here? We’re enchanted” says 
Maria Scott, 91. “I didn’t even know this existed.” 

According to state rules, marijuana growers and 
retailers must be separate companies. But there is a 
grow lab right next door to Vela called Field Day, and 
there is a window in the wall between Vela and Field 
Day where Vela’s customers can see the indoor grow. 

Scott is gazing with wonder into Field Day’s 
grow room, its windows displaying hydroponic set- 
ups for strains like Green Crack and Acapulco ► 

SPRING/SUMMER 2017 *45 





COMING SOON 

to a store near you! 


Presented by 


EVERYTHING IS BETTER 
WITH WEEDANA! 


Available now at 

OceanGreens420.com 


46 • THE STRANGER'S GREEN GUIDE 











AMBER CORTES 

CONSULTATION with A BUDTENDER “Doctors aren’t 
recommending things like this, ” a 71-year-old woman said. 


◄ Gold. “It’s wonderful!” she adds. 

“We’re so old-fashioned, you know,” 
says Marta Knifton, 71. “We just 
didn’t know that things like this went 
on, and that there are so many differ- 
ent types of marijuana!” 

If recent trends continue, they 
won’t be the only senior citizens discov- 
ering the joys of Jah. A December 2016 
research report published by the Soci- 
ety for the Study of Addiction shows 
that “between the 
years of 2006-2007 
and 2012-2013, the 
number of people 
in the age group 65 
and older who ad- 
mit to using canna- 
bis has increased by 
no less than 250%.” 

And a recent article 
in the New York Times cited a rising 
number of nursing and retirement- 
home residents who are turning to can- 
nabis to relieve their aches and pains. 

Senior citizens are not just warming 
up to the idea of cannabis, they’re wel- 
coming it in spades, despite the stigma 
that existed in years past. 

“I mean, we’ve always kind of 
thought of marijuana as a bad drug,” 
says Barbara Krause, 83 (who says 
she’s never tried weed but would “just 
always have a cocktail or two”). 

“I lived in Berkeley for a little while, 
and when I was walking down the 
street, you could really smell the stuff,” 
adds Scott. “And half of us didn’t know 
what it was; we weren’t educated that 
way. I just knew it was something that 
we weren’t even supposed to smell.” 

The catalyst that sparked these 


seniors’ cannabis curiosity was a viral 
video about a man with Parkinson’s dis- 
ease, who used CBD for the first time 
in his life (under a doctor’s care). 

“Our residents watched the video in 
our activity,” explains Willis, “and they 
saw that his tremors were gone and he 
could speak again. And they started 
saying, ‘Wait, what? What’s this all 
about?”’ For the seniors, learning about 
CBD was a big deal, says Willis. Find- 
ing out that CBD 
wasn’t psychoactive 
but could help with 
their symptoms was 
a game changer. 

“At this stage 
of our lives,” ex- 
plains Ilene Cohn, 
84, lifting herself 
out of her chair and 
into her walker, “we all have pain. So 
there’s nobody here that came with us 
that is free of pain.” 

“I mean, we need it! We need some 
help sometimes,” says Verna Gregg, 
88, who suffered from a stroke a few 
years ago and also has arthritis. 

“And it means less drugs, you’re 
taking less medication, it’s not a pill 
that has side effects,” says Knifton. 
“But doctors aren’t recommending 
things like this.” 

“Why did they keep it so quiet!?” 
Cohn asks. “I think it’s about time! 
Why did they wait so long?” 

“Yeah, why wait?” Knifton says, 
shaking her head. “All the kids knew 
about it!” 

“But it’s okay now!” Scott says. 
Then she adds enthusiastically, “So 
now it’s our turn!” ■ 


Senior citizens are not 
just warming up 
to the idea of cannabis, 
they’re welcoming 
it in spades. 
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Stacks of cannabis cash used 
to be a banking headache. But 
now more than 300 federally 
regulated financial institutions 
work with weed money. 

BY LESTER BLACK 

S ince weed was legalized here 
in 2012, much has been written about 
the industry’s banking problem. Head- 
lines described retail pot shops as sitting targets 
because they were supposedly filled with millions 
of dollars in cash, and owners having nowhere to 
stash it. That may have been the case in the first 
few years, but the most current records available 
show an active relationship has blossomed be- 
tween Washington’s banks and the bud industry. 

In February of 2014, the number of banking 
institutions working with the weed industry na- 
tionwide was 15 total. As of September of 2016, 
the number had grown to 311, according to inter- 
nal reviews conducted by the US Department of 
the Treasury obtained through a records request 
by The Stranger. These days, 95 percent of mari- 
juana-excise-tax payments paid to the state come 
in a form other than cash, according to Washing- 
ton State Liquor and Cannabis Board (WSLCB) 
spokesperson Brian Smith. 

In fact, because of the sheer scale of weed tax- 
es — our state has collected more than $20 million 
in weed taxes each month since July of last year, 
according to 502Data.com — the WSLCB recently 
stopped allowing weed businesses to pay their 
taxes in cash, unless the business could prove it 
couldn’t get bank services. 

“It’s dangerous to have that amount of money 
come through in the form of cash,” said Smith. “It 
takes time for someone to count the money and 
observe it. There is more opportunity for human 
error when you are counting money that comes 
in a stack or a handful, which is often what takes 
place.” 

However, that doesn’t mean 95 percent of 
cannabis businesses necessarily have checking 
accounts; businesses can turn cash into money 
orders to pay taxes, which do not require a bank 
account. But the data does show a growing rela- 


tionship between banks and the bud industry. 

Joseph Vincent, the director of legal and regu- 
latory affairs for the state’s Department of Finan- 
cial Institutions, said the state knows of about 12 
financial institutions that are doing business with 
the cannabis industry, with three credit unions 
and two banks holding the majority of the ac- 
counts. Vincent said the state appealed directly to 
the executives of these state-chartered financial 
institutions to encourage them to take cannabis 
cash. 

“We felt that it was incumbent on us as a pub- 
lic-safety concern to establish some banking re- 
lationships for marijuana-related businesses and 
stop this from being an all-cash business,” Vincent 
said. 

Spokane’s Numerica Credit Union has more 


than 200 cannabis business accounts, according 
to spokesperson Kelli Hawkins. Hawkins said the 
credit union’s board of directors decided to do 
business with the weed industry because they felt 
weed businesses holding millions of dollars in cash 
on location would become a safety issue. 

“Obviously we didn’t make the decision lightly. 
We had long conversations about the risks, and 
our board of directors felt it was about ensuring 
the safety of the community,” Hawkins said. “We 
needed to make sure that these businesses that 
are in the towns we serve would have a safe place 
to deposit their cash.” 

Carmella Houston, a spokesperson for Salal 
Credit Union, said their Seattle offices were in- 
undated with more than 2,000 calls when people 
first learned that they were accepting cannabis ^ 
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◄ businesses. Houston said they have opened 300 cannabis busi- 
ness accounts since June of 2014 and cannabis checking accounts 
could form up to 80 percent of the credit union’s net worth. 

“We actually turn down more accounts than we open,” Hous- 
ton said. “We are very particular about the business accounts we 
accept. They need to be professional business people with strong 
business acumen who are willing to follow all of the guidelines 
that have been put forth.” 

Salal’s hesitancy to open an account for any cannabis entre- 
preneur who walks in the door is because the federal government 
currently puts a heavy burden on these financial institutions to 
make sure their weed-related business accounts are complying 
with all state laws. In February of 2014, just as Colorado and 
Washington were setting up their regulated weed markets, the 
US Department of the Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) released a writ- 
ten guidance saying that they would 
not charge a bank with federal crimes 
for accepting weed money if the fi- 
nancial institution made sure that 
the business was following all state 
laws and the directives of a previous 
memo from the Department of Jus- 
tice. That memo, frequently referred 
to as the Cole Memo, said the federal 
government would take a hands-off 
approach to states with legal weed if 
those states kept the drugs out of the 
hands of kids, kept weed within their 
states, and kept profits from drugs 
sales away from organized crime. 

Both documents are legal memos that do not change the fed- 
eral government’s prohibition of weed. They do not establish any 
legal precedent, and they can be rescinded by the Trump admin- 
istration at any time. 

The FinCEN guidance creates a very different type of bank- 
ing relationship for cannabis businesses as compared to most 
other businesses. For example, if a bank or credit union wants 
to do business with a brewery, they would need to make sure the 
brewery has all its required licenses and permits, but they would 
not need to make sure the brewery is keeping its beer out of the 
hands of kids. The bank can simply rely on the normal state and 
local regulators to make sure the brewery is following all relevant 
laws. Robert Rowe, vice president and chief legal counsel for the 
American Bankers Association, the largest financial trade associ- 
ation in the country, said this responsibility makes banks nervous. 

“It flips the responsibility back on the bank, which is some- 
thing a little different from most relationships,” Rowe said. “One 
banker said the only way he could feel comfortable is if he had an 
employee embedded in that business 24/7.” 

Hawkins said Numerica reviews a business’s application with 
the WSLCB before accepting the account, and then the credit 
union regularly monitors its banking activity. 

“We know by working closely with the WSLCB and the busi- 
ness that they are adhering to the priorities of the Cole Memo,” 
Hawkins said. “We do site visits to make sure they have processes 
and procedures at their business to adhere to those rules.” 

One part of those FinCEN rules is that banks file regular re- 
ports tracking activity with cannabis-related businesses. These 
reports are called suspicious activity reports and provide a ► 


Salal Credit 
Union has 
opened 300 
cannabis 
business 
accounts since 
June 2014. 
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Weed 
businesses 
represent a 
risk to any 
banking 
institution. 


< clear picture of the banking activity of the industry. The actual 
reports are confidential, but The Stranger was able to obtain offi- 
cial summaries of these reports through a public records request. 
These summaries, filed quarterly every year since 2014, show a 
growing amount of business between banks and cannabis busi- 
nesses. 

That doesn’t mean the entire banking industry is clamoring 
for cannabis accounts. Weed businesses represent a risk to any 
banking institution because federal law still prohibits growing 
or selling weed. The only thing standing in between a bank ac- 
cepting cannabis cash and getting shut down by federal money- 
laundering laws is that one discretionary legal guidance issued by 
the Department of the Treasury in 2014. 

Such risk has kept the big nationwide banks out of the can- 
nabis game, leaving smaller state-chartered banks and credit 
unions to pick up the extra business. It is 
still the case that not every financial insti- 
tution is willing to take the risks associated 
with this line of business. Rowe said it will 
take Congress changing federal laws, not 
just two legal memos, for the entire banking 
industry to take cannabis cash. 

“As far as the banks are concerned, we 
just don’t feel that it eases the risks enough 
or eliminates the risk of us abetting criminal 
activity,” Rowe said. “Without knowing that 
we aren’t going to be prosecuted, it’s just too 
risky.” 

There have been glimmers of hope re- 
cently that the Trump administration may not crack down on 
legal weed, which has been a persistent anxiety for recreational 
industry leaders. Recently, Attorney General Jeff Sessions reaf- 
firmed the Cole Memo’s validity. But if the administration decides 
to look for an easy way to hurt the legal weed industry, they don’t 
have to look any further than banking. 

Simply rescinding the FinCEN guidance — without even con- 
ducting any investigations or police raids — would likely cause 
these credit unions to quickly cancel their accounts with canna- 
bis businesses. Hawkins said Numerica watches federal policy 
closely for any hint of a change in tune. 

“We still have to keep in mind that this is federally illegal,” 
Hawkins said. “If there was a change to the attitude behind the 
Cole Memo, then we need to quickly pivot and release those as- 
sets.” 

Houston said Salal was prepared to do the same. 

“Our regulators required us to have an exit strategy if that 
came about, but we’re hoping that won’t come about,” Houston 
said. 

Canceled accounts would cause a nightmare for every busi- 
ness in legal weed, especially the bigger players in the game, like 
Northwest Cannabis Solutions, the largest producer and proces- 
sor of weed in the state by sales. Jerry Derevyanny, one of the 
company’s executives, said running the enterprise — which has 
sold $30 million of weed products since it opened in 2014, accord- 
ing to 502Data.com — as an all-cash business would pose many 
challenges. 

“It would be an operational challenge, and it would be a huge 
setback for us. We have more than 190 full-time employees,” 
Derevyanny said. “Doing an all-cash payroll for 190 people is just 
a little bit crazy, and I really hope it doesn’t come to that.” ■ 
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Weed Events on 4/20 and Beyond 


Find even more things to do in Seattle 

atstrangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD ■ Stranger Things To Do 



HEMPFEST Myrtle Edwards Park, August 18-20. 


APRIL 


420Fest 

420Fest will give you everything 
you want when you're stoned: 
music, food, and friendly vibes. 
There will also be a raffle, 
proceeds of which will support 
those imprisoned for life for 
weed-related offenses. The party 
is free for members — and if you're 
not interested in paying the $30 
yearlong membership fee, you 
can buy a trial membership for 
just $15. Hempfest Central ', Thurs 
April 20, 3-10 pm, $15-$30. 


it/20 Madness! 

Travel back to the days when 
everyone knew that one puff of 
the devil's weed would send you 
into thrashing, nymphomaniac 
derangement, with swing and 
jazz by the Washboard Cutups 
and the brand-new Good Herb 
Jazz Band. The Royal Room, Thurs 
April 20, 7:30-11:30 pm, $10. 

4/20 Pizza Party 

Herban Legends, a recreational 
weed shop in Belltown, will host 
this 4/20 extravaganza featuring 
free pizza from 4-8 pm, raffles, 
miniature golf, and special deals 
on bud (on top of their 20% off 


all-day deal). Herban Legends, 
Thurs April 20, free. 

4twenty 

4twenty will present mini plays 
and musicals and short films that 
"examine, celebrate, demystify, 
and normalize" weed consump- 
tion and its effects: Bromancing 
the Stone, a play by Joe Derr; Do 
Canaries Get High by Roger Neale; 
The Grass Is Greening, a musical 
by Joe Fox and John Paul Sharp; 
and more. Theater 4, Thurs-Sun, 
$12/$1 5, April 14-22. 

Bongs & Thongs 

Quazie, Morgue Anne, and 
friends will salute 4/20 with a 


burlesque tour through "the 
wonderful world of marijuana." 
The VIP ticket, pre-sold at $20, 
includes a goody bag and seating 
up close to those fabulous stoner 
booties. Rendezvous, Thurs April 
20, 7-9 pm, $15/$20. 

Business Panel: Igniting 
Creativity in a Highly 
Regulated Industry 

Learn about current cannabis 
legislation on the state and fed- 
eral level at this panel featuring 
Goodship and Cupcake Royale 
founder Jody Hall, cofounder of 
Deep Cell Industries (which makes 
Ruby Sugar) Kelly Ogilvie, Suncliff 
Continued ► 
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founder Trevor Steinthal, and 
former state senator and current 
government affairs consultant 
Chris Marr. They'll also discuss 
consumer preferences, branding 
challenges, and other start-up les- 
sons they've learned. VELA, Thurs 
April 13, 6 pm, free. 

Cannabass, Aphrodite, Guests 

The Herban Assassins and UhBoo- 
bie have joined up for a belated 
4/20 celebration with a night 
of reggae-inspired beats from 
Cannabass and Aphrodite, with 
additional guest DJs spread across 
two rooms of baselines and dope 
jokes. Substation, Sat April 22, 10 
pm, $ 1 01$ 1 5. 

Cannabis and Sex for 
Beginners 

Enhance your sex with weed, or 
possibly your weed with sex. Learn 
about "weed lube" and the sexi- 
est strains. The first five arrivers 
will get a free bottle of massage 
oil, and everyone gets a glass of 
complimentary bubbly. Babeland, 
Thurs April 20, 7 pm, free. 

Cannaversary Party 

Hashtag Cannabis is turning two! 
Join them and their suppliers 
Pearl Extracts and Seattle Green 
Bud for live music and drinks. 
Hashtag, April 20-21. 

Cucci’s Spooky Weed 

This 4/20 show at Kremwerk prom- 
ises spooky, stoney drag-queen 
fun hosted by Cucci Binaca, with 
performances by Aphasia, Arson 
Nicki, Betty Wetter, Butylene 
O'Kipple, Jade Dynasty, Miss Texas 
1988, and Old Witch. Kremwerk, 
Thurs April 20, 8 pm, $10. 

Dead Prez, Ras Kass, King 
Leez, DJ Indica Jones 

It's been a while since we've had 
some solidly militant socialist 
guerrilla hiphop in town, so Dead 
Prez is coming back around to fix 
that for us on the high-holiest of 
days, 4/20. Nectar, Thurs April 20, 

8 pm, $ 1 5I$20. 

Devin the Dude, Jarv Dee, All 
Star Opera 

There's a strain of melancholy. 
Southern rap that bangs bluesily, 
utilizing chicken-scratch guitars, 
deep-fried organs, and sumptu- 
ous horns to tell bleary-eyed street 


tales and revel in sun-baked nostal- 
gia. Think UGK's first few albums, 
or the work of production team 
Organized Noize. It's a lush, humid 
sound, and Houston's Devin the 
Dude has pretty much perfected it 
over a decades-long career in the 
game. His sleepy drawl and pen- 
chant for hilariously kush-addled 
observations have afforded him a 
cult fan base many up-and-coming 
rappers would kill for, and his re- 
markable streak of good-to-great 
releases (from 2002's Just Try in' 

Ta Live to his latest. One for the 
Road) suggests a quality control 
that may surprise you, given his 
nonchalance and chilled demeanor 
on record. I'd be remiss if I didn't 
single out for special mention his 
track "Doobie Ashtray," the most 
heartbreaking ballad about friends 
stealing your weed ever released. 
KYLE FLECK Crocodile, Sat April 
29, 8 pm, $22.50. 

DOPE Cup Washington 2017: 
Puff & Play 

DOPE Cup 2017 pits vendors of 
marijuana-centered goods in a 
competition for, you guessed it, 
the DOPE Cup (as well as prizes in 
18 product categories). This year's 
theme centers on the connection 
between weed and video games, 
and promises lots of interactive 
entertainment, from Ms. Pacman 
to virtual reality. Talib Kweli will 
headline. Dockside Cannabis, Sun 
April 23, 4-10 pm, free. 

Drunk, High, and 
Questionable Advice 

Why get advice from your dumb 
friends when you can benefit 
from the thoughtful words of "an 
inebriated panel" of comedians? 
Once you've heard the panel's 
council on your problem, a group 
of improvisers will act out the 
possible consequences of the 
advice. Atlas Theatre, Sat April 
15, 10 pm, $13. 

Elevated Coffee Experience 

In honor of the Global Specialty 
Coffee Expo, Trichome will host 
this celebration of the hippie 
speedball where participants can 
try delicious coffee from Elm Cof- 
fee Roasters that has been infused 
with cannabis oil. DJ Bgeezy will 
provide the tunes. Trichrome, Fri 
April 21, 6-8 pm, free. 

Continued ► 
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The Gateway Show 

One: four comics on top of their 
mental game will do their sets. 
Two: these four comics get very, 
very stoned. Three: you watch 
the poor bastards attempt to tell 
more jokes while their brains 
swim around somewhere in the 
upper mesosphere. It's kind of 
like that experiment where they 
gave spiders THC and watched 
them make some pretty awful 
webs. Broadway Performance 
Hall, Thurs April 20, 8-10 pm, 
$20-$25. 

Goodship Higher Education: 

I Am Fake News 

Tim Keck, the Stranger's publisher 
and the founder of the Onion 
satirical newspaper, will tell you 
high-minded (heh heh) media 
junkies all about fake news, the 
Spanish-American War, indepen- 
dent journalism in the age of 
Trump, and, of course, "the thrill 
of fucking shit up." Please come 
prepared; no weed consump- 
tion on site is allowed. Melrose 
Market Studios, Wed April 19, 

7-10 pm, $20. 

The Green Show 

Come to the Atlas Theatre in 
"high spirits" (no smoking or 
vaping allowed inside) to enjoy 
this 21+ improv comedy show by, 
about, and for people who are 
thoroughly stoned. Atlas Theatre, 
Thurs April 20, 7 pm, $14. 

The Highlarious Comedy 
Festival 

On the most relaxed day of the 
year (and two days after), enjoy 
live comedy in its various flavors 
and incarnations — stand-up, 
roast, interactive, DnD-based — 
with special shows highlighting 
funny stoners of color and queer 
and femme tokers. There's also a 
free open mic night and improv 
that will rope audience members 
into the fun. Eclectic Theater, 

April 20-22, $10/$50. 

Mount Kushmore: Snoop Dogg, 
Cypress Hill, Methodman & 
Redman, Berner 

Experience a whole evening of 
hiphop and pot-related puns with 
Snoop Dogg, Cypress Hill, Method- 
man & Redman, and Berner at this 
chance for group therapy on top 


of Mount Kushmore. WaMu The- 
ater, Thurs April 13, 8 pm, $42/$50. 

Pony 4/20: SSDD, Master 
Bedroom, GooGoo, D J Jermaine 

Local thrashers SSDD named their 
band Steal Shit Do Drugs for a 
reason. We're not advocating 
that you do drugs with them, 
we're just saying that you can 
(since it's 4/20). They'll be sup- 
ported by Master Bedroom and 
the geniuses behind Aesthetic 
Mess, Goo Goo and DJ Jermaine, 
in this birthday evening for Se- 
attle's favorite herb. Pony, Thurs 
April 20, 9 pm-2 am, $5. 

Science Night 2 : Stoned 
Science 

This event, which has already sold 
out online, will feature special 
presenters leading you in experi- 
ments like making "unbreakable 
bubbles," exploding things 
with sound, dissolving eggshells 
in acid, and more. Blue Moon 
Tavern, Thurs April 20, 8 pm- 
m id night, $10. 

Tech and the Weed Industry 

Weed and tech are two major 
industries in the Seattle area, 
and this event will explore the 
ways they do and could intersect. 
Leaders in the "weed tech com- 
munity" will speak about the way 
that technological development 
is affecting their work. After the 
discussion, you'll have a chance to 
do some schmoozing. GA Seattle, 
Thurs April 20, 6-8 pm, free. 


MAY 


The 420 Games Seattle 

Jog away your worries over 4.20 
miles, then spend the next two 
hours drinking, watching stand- 
up comedy, learning about the 
cannabis industry, and hearing 
music. Magnuson Park, Sun May 
28, 7:30 am-2 pm, $4.20-$60. 

Cannabis Grand Cru 

In 2014, stakeholders in can- 
nabiz decided to fill a niche in 
the industry and hold a day of 
networking and sharing knowl- 
edge among growers, owners, 
customers, pro-legalization 
lawyers, activists, and others. 
This year, join them for sessions 
on fundraising for cannabusi- 
ness, federal law and the Trump 









administration, the importance 
of hemp for the economy and the 
planet, and more, plus a culinary 
demo and tips on environmen- 
tally friendly cultivation. Fremont 
Foundry, Sat May 20, $59+. 

Happy Birthday Hempfest 
Central 

It's been five years since Hempfest 
Central — festival headquarters and 
hemp/"420 culture store" — opened 
its doors, and they are ready to 
party with you. Grab something 
tasty, boogie to sweet music, and 
try out for prizes. Flempfest Cen- 
tral, Fri May 5, 4-7 pm. 

Seattle Cannabis Freedom 
March 

March for legal access to 
marijuana, in light of the Trump 
administration's stance on 
recreational weed, and of the 
continued suppression of can- 
nabis in countries around the 
world. Westlake Park, Sat May 6, 
10 am-7 pm. 


JUNE 


Hemp History Week 

Hempfest Central will give you 
a primer on the many uses and 
histories of hemp — but this fes- 
tival is far from academic. If last 
year's activities are any indica- 
tion, there will be cooking classes 


(hemp-slaw, anyone?), crafts, 
skincare workshops, and other 
demos. Don't forget to pick up 
some manufacturer's samples, too. 
Flempfest Central, June 5-10, free. 

Weedini: The Marijuana 
Magician 

Weedini the Marijuana Magi- 
cian (also known as the "Wizard 
of Weed") will make you laugh 
while performing astounding 
feats of "real psychedelic simula- 
tion." The Pocket Theater, Fri 
June 9, 10 pm, $10/$14. 


AUGUST 


Hempfest 

Hempfest! It's a word that floods 
love into the hearts of count- 
less marijuana activists and pot 
aficionados (tie-dyed Phish-shirt 
division). Since its 1991 kick-off 
as the "Washington Hemp Expo" 
in Volunteer Park, Hempfest's 
grown into a nationally rec- 
ognized destination event on 
the Seattle waterfront, where 
hundreds of thousands of 
weed-curious citizens gather for 
a three-day festival of weed- 
themed music, speeches, and 
tchotchke commerce, and law en- 
forcement looks the other way as 
dense puffs of smoke sporadically 
fill the air. DAVID SCHMADER 
Myrtle Edwards Park, Aug 18-20. 


DANK 

CHOCOLATE SYRUP 

lOOmg THC or CBD 



• Simple, easy, vegan 

• Artisan cannabis chocolate 
syrup handcrafted in Seattle 

• Washington Made with 
organic, fair trade local 
chocolate using 70% raw cacao 

• We’re committed to using 
only the finest quality 
ingredients 



ELIXIRS 


SMALL BATCH CANNABIS SYRUPS 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
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Warning - this product contains marijuana. When eaten or swallowed the intoxicatinp effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by wofnen that 
are pregnant or breast feeding. For^se Jay.adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reffijof children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or 
machinery upder the influence of this drlig.^his product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. | Photo taken b Brian Mitchell 
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WHERE TO BUY YOUR WEED 

A Comprehensive List of All the Stores in and Around Seattle 


BALLARD 

HERBS HOUSE 

71 6 NW 65th St, 206-557-7388 
herbshouse.org 

LUX POT SHOP 

4912 17th Ave NW, 206-294-5586 
luxpotshop.com 

BELLTOWN 

HAVE A HEART BELLTOWN 

1 1 5 Blanchard St, 206-588-2436 
haveaheartcc.com 

HERBAN LEGENDS 

55 Bell St, 206-849-5596 
herbanlegends.com 

CAPITOL HILL 

RUCKUS 

1465 E Republican St, 206-257-4805 
ruckusrec.com 

UNCLE IKE'S CAPITOL HILL 

501 1 5th Ave E, 800-438-3784 
ikes.com 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 

PONDER 

2413 E Union St, 206-420-2180 
ponderseattle.com 

UNCLE IKE'S CD 

2310 E Union St, 800-438-3784 
ikes.com 

CHINATOWN/ 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 

THE GREEN DOOR 

828 Rainier Ave S, 206-618-7133 
thegreendoorseattle.com 
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GAN JA GODDESS Sodo 


COLUMBIA CITY 

A GREENER TODAY 

5209 Martin Luther King Jr. Way S, 
206-687-7877 

FREMONT 

HASHTAG RECREATIONAL 
CANNABIS 

3540 Stone Way N, 206-946-81 57 
seattlehashtag.com 

HAVE A HEART FREMONT 

316 N 36th St, 206-632-7126 
haveaheartcc.com 


OZ. 

3831 Stone Way N, 206-251-0630 
ozseattle.com 

POT STOP RECREATIONAL 
CANNABIS 

4465 Fremont Ave N, 206-883-0573 
pot-stop.com 

GREENWOOD 

GREENWORKS 

315 N 105th St, 206-492-5132 
greenworkscannabis.com 


HAVE A HEART GREENWOOD 

300 NW 85th St, 206-708-7443 
haveaheartcc.com 

TREES POT SHOP 

10532 Greenwood Ave N, 

206-257-4407 

treespotshop.com 

PHINNEY 

THE PARTAKERY 

417 NW 65th St, 206-402-5697 
thepartakery.com 


QUEEN ANNE 

QUEEN ANNE CANNABIS CO. 

312 W Republican St, 

206-420-1042 

queenannecannabis.co 

SODO 

CANNABIS CITY 

2733 Fourth Ave S, 206-420-4206 
cannabiscity.us 

DIEGO PELLICER 

2215 Fourth Ave S, 206-624-0070 


diegopellicerworldwide.com 
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DOCKSIDE CANNABIS 

1728 Fourth Ave S, 844-362-5420 
docksidecannabis.com 

GANJA GODDESS 

3207 First Ave S, 206-682-7220 
ganjagoddessseattle.com 

NORTHWEST HOMEGROWN 

2724 Third Ave S, 206-605-7937 
nwhomegrownllc.wixsite.com/home 

SEATTLE CANNABIS CO. 

3230 First Ave S, 206-294-5839 
seattlecannabis.co 

VELA 

1944 First Ave S, 206-457-4359 
velacommunity.com 

SOUTH LAKE UNION 

POT SHOP SEATTLE 

1 628 Dexter Ave N, 206-402-6012 
potshopseattle.co 

WALLINGFORD 

AMERICAN MARY 

321 NE 45th St, 206-547-7833 
americanmarywa.com 

WEST SEATTLE 

BUD NATION 

9640 16th Ave SW, 206-588-2441 
budnationseattle.com 

CANNA WEST SEATTLE 

5435 California Ave SW, 206-466-1465 
facebook.com/cannaalki 

NIMBIN POT SHOP 

10861 First Ave S, 206-241-0420 
nimbinpotshop.com 

ORIGINS RECREATIONAL 

4800 40th Ave SW, 206-922-3954 
originsrec.com 



DANIELLE HALLE 


SEATTLE CANNABIS CO. Sodo 


HERBAN LEGENDS Belltown 

UNCLE IKE'S WHITE CENTER 

9822 1 5th Ave SW, 800-438-3784 
ikes.com 

WEST SEATTLE MARIJUANA 
STORE 

10825 Myers Way S, 206-420-7343 
westseattlecannabiscompany.com 

DOWN SOUTH 

BUDDY'S 

420 Sunset Blvd N, Renton, 

425-226-9333 

buddys-wa.com 

CLUTCH CANNABIS 

1 1 537 Rainier Ave S, 206-457-8301 
clutchcannabis.com 

EMERALD HAZE CANNABIS 
EMPORIUM 

4033 NE Sunset Blvd, Ste. 5, Renton, 

425-793-4293 

emeraldhazece.com 

EVERGREEN MARKET 

402 1 6th St NE, Suite A-1 00, Auburn, 
425-318-8898 

409 Rainier Ave N, Renton, 
425-318-8898 

4242 East Valley Road, Renton, 
425-318-8898 (Opening Mid-April) 
theevergreenmarket.com 

HAVE A HEART 

12833 Martin Luther King Jr. Way S, 

206-258-3331 

haveaheartcc.com 

KUSH21 

17730 Ambaum Blvd S 
206-402-6955 
kush21 .com 

MARY MART RECREATIONAL 
MARIJUANA STORE 

3002 Sixth Ave, Tacoma, 

253-507-4735, 

mary-mart.com 


WOW WORLD OF WEED 

11401 Rainier Ave S, 206-330-2175 
wowworldofweed.com 

3202 East Portland Ave, Tacoma, 

253-272-9333 

worldofweed.com 

UP NORTH 

365 RECREATIONAL CANNABIS 

17517 15th Ave NE, Shoreline, 

206-557-7778 

365recreational.com 

CANNABIS STATION 

21412 Hwy99, Edmonds, 

206-487-8262 

cannabisstation.com 

DOCKSIDE SHORELINE 

1 5029 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, 

844-362-5420 

docksidecannabis.com 

EUPHORIUM 

20925 Cypress Way, Lynnwood, 
888-818-9703, euphorium502.com 

FWEEDOM CANNABIS 

12001 Aurora Ave N, 

206-734-9333 

21911 64th Ave W, Ste D, Mount- 
lake Terrace, 425-954-0640 
fweedom.com 

GRASS & GLASS! 

14343 15th Ave NE, Suite A, 

206-367-1483 

grasswa.com 

GREENWORKS 

11064 Lake City Way NE #6, 

206-922-3911 

greenworkscannabis.com 

HAVE A HEART 

22624 Meridian Ave S, Bothell, 

425-375-2191 

haveaheartcc.com 


HERB(N) ELEMENTS 

11013 Lake City Way NE, 

206-535-8769 

herbnelements.com 

KUSH CLUB 

17547 15th Ave NE, Shoreline, 

206-403-1757 

kushklub.com 

LUX POT SHOP 

10333 Lake City Way NE, 

206-403-1673 

luxpotshop.com 

OCEAN GREENS 

9724 Aurora Ave N, 206-453-4145 
oceangreensseattle.com 

PUGET SOUND MARIJUANA 

14608 Highway 99, Ste 304, 
Lynnwood, 425-678-8106 
pugetsoundmarijuana.com 

RAINIER CANNABIS 

22002 64th Ave W, Suite 2A, Mount- 
lake Terrace, 425-678-0444 
rainiercannabis.com 

SEATTLE TONICS 

12059 Aurora Ave N, 206-363-6000 
seattletonics.com 

THEOREM CANNABIS 

6323 NE Bothell Way, Kenmore, 

425-406-6797 

theoremcannabis.com 

WHITE RABBIT CANNABIS 

1 5928 Highway 99 S, Lynnwood, 

425-745-4242 

whiterabbitcannabis.com 

EASTSIDE 

ALWAYS GREENER DOWNTOWN 

15937 Redmond Way, Redmond, 

425-861-5497 

thegrassisalways.com 

BELMAR BELLEVUE 
MARIJUANA STORE 

614 1 16th Ave NE, Bellevue, 

425-453-5749 

belmarstore.com 

EUPHORIUM 

21127 State Route 9 SE, Woodinville, 

888-818-9703 

euphorium502.com 

GREEN-THEORY 

10697 Main St, Suite 2, Bellevue, 

425-502-7033 

green-theory.com 

HIGHER LEAF 

12525 Willows Rd NE, Suite 10, 
Kirkland, 425-820-5967 
higherleaf.com 

ISSAQUAH CANNABIS COMPANY 

230 NE Juniper St, Suite 201, Issaquah, 
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425-677-7232 

issaquahcannabiscompany.com 

MARY JANE MARIJUANA 
BOUTIQUE 

13513 NE 126th St, Kirkland, 

425-896-3169 

maryjanewa.com 

NOVEL TREE 

1817 130th Ave NE, Ste B, Bellevue, 

425-867-2700 

novel-tree.com 

OUT OF TOWN 

AGATE DREAMS 

1 591 5B State Hwy 305 NE, Poulsbo, 


360-598-1315 

agatedreams.com 

BUD COMMANDER 

849 Trosper Rd SW, #207, Tumwater, 

360-688-1709 

budcommander.com 

EUPHORIUM 

27623 Covington Way SE, Covington, 

888-818-9703 

euphorium502.com 

FWEEDOM CANNABIS 

17869 SR 536, Mount Vernon, 

360-420-7038 

fweedom.com 


GREEN LADY MARIJUANA EAST 

3044 Pacific Ave SE, Olympia, 

360-339-6096 

greenladymj.com 

GREEN LADY MARIJUANA WEST 

2405 Harrison Ave NW, Suite 102, 
Olympia, 360-529-0099 
greenladymj.com 

GREEN2GO 

2008 N Durry, Tokio, 

214610 E SR 397, Kennewick, 

509-591-7100 

g2gmenu.com 

HAPPY CROP SHOPPE 

1 2 1 0 N Wenatchee Ave, Ste J, 
Wenatchee, 

509-888-7957 

50 Rock Island Rd, East Wenatchee, 
509-888-1597 

5736 Vale Rd, Cashmere, 

509-888-2454 

thehappycropshoppellc.com 

HAVE A HEART 

668 Ocean Shores Blvd NW, Ocean 
Shores, 360-940-7300 
haveaheartcc.com 

HWY 420 

1110 Charleston Beach Rd W, 
Bremerton, 360-932-3182 


hwy420.xyz 

MARGIE'S POT SHOP 

405 E Steuben St, Bingen, 

509-493-0441 

margiespot.com 

MARIJUANA MART 

6039 1 97th Ave SW, Rochester, 

360-858-7188 

marijuanamartwa.com 

MR. BILL'S OF BUCKLEY 

29297 Hwy 410, Suite D, Buckley, 

360-761-7540 

mrbillsofbuckley.com 

PAPER & LEAF 

8040 NE Day Rd W, Bainbridge 
Island, 206-780-7814 
paperandleaf.com 

ROSLYN HERBS 

600 S First St, Roslyn, 

509-649-3321 

roslynherbs.com 

SEA CHANGE CANNABIS 

282332 Hwy 101, Port Townsend, 

360-385-1320 

seachangecanna.biz 

THE GRASS STATION 

1 03B W Galbreath Way, Ritzville, 

509-218-7818 

thegrassstation.net 
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11401 RAINIER AVE S, SEATTLE, WA 
WOWWORLDOFWEED.COM 
21+ Recreational I 18+ Medical 


PREMIUM PARTNERS 

BMF • Liberty Reach • Circanna • Nectar Craft • Mary’s 
Medicinals • Oakor • Copperhead Farms • db3 • Zoots • 
Goodship • Ethos • Evergreen Herbal • 4.20 • Loudvape • 
Quenchers • Ganesh Vapes • Green Fire • Fire Line • Green 
Labs • Swifts • Sourface • Top Shelf • W.O.W! Weed 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery 
under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 


RECREATIONAL SPECIALS (Inventory may vary) 

$4/ g Sugar Shake Trim 

Acapulco Gold • CheeseQuake • Sour LSD • Strawberry Gold 

$5/g Pre-Roll Joints 

Jack Herer • Permafrost • White Tea Biscuits • God’s Gift 

$9/2g Pre-Roll Joints - 4 Strains 
$9/.5 g Pre-Roll Joints - Acapulco Gold • Chocolope 
$io/g Pre-Roll Joints - Jack Widow • Blackberry Lemonade 
$io/g Flower - Cinex • G13 Haze 

$io/.75g Pre-Roll Joints - 6 Strains 
$i2/.5 g Infused Pre-Roll Joints - 6 Strains 
$l3/g Flower - Jack Widow • Blackberry Lemonade 

$i4/g Flower - Chocolate Chunk • Girl Scout Cookies • Grand 
Daddy Purple • Maui Wowie • Sweet Tooth • UW Purple 

$i6/g Flower 

Acapulco Gold • Blackberry CBD ( 21.6 % CBD, 11.1% THC) 

$1 7/g Flower - Blue Dream • Cherry Cookies • Dutch Hawaiian • 
Dutch Treat • Ghost OG • Purple Champaigne • White Durban 

MEDICAL SPECIALS (Inventory may vary) 

$5 ■ $7 Tongue Slips - 1:1, 2:1, CBD, Sativa, Indica 
$6 - $7 Capsules - CBD, Indica, Sativa 

$8 Chocolate Truffles 

$10 - $40 Blondies, Brownies, Chocolates, Teas, 

Honey, Sour Drops 

$l6/g Flower - Blackberry CBD (21.6% CBD, 11.1% THC) 

$20 - $22 Transdermal Patches - CBD, Sativa 
$30 Bath Salts 
$30 Body Oil 

$30 - $50 Muscle Creams - 1:1 and 60/40 CBD/THC 
$45 Zoot Drops 

$45-6s/.5g CBD Vape Cartridges 

AC/DC 17:1 (63% CBD, 3.7% THC) 

Blue Dynamite 2.5:1 (30% CBD, 18% THC) 

$65 - $70 Gel Pens - CBD, Indica, Sativa 
$90 /g CBD Vape Cartridges 
AC/DC 7.5:1 (60% CBD, 8% THC) 

Cannatonic 2:1 (45% CBD, 23.3% THC) 


wow 

world/ of weed/ 


Feeling rushed, neglected, or ignored at your regular 
cannabis shop? WOW World of Weed is a calm, cozy shop 
where you can take all the time you need, and get the 
best personalized assistance in the industry. WOW has two 
licensed Medical Marijuana Consultants on staff, to provide 
you the best advice on selection, dosing, and delivery for 
all your cannabis needs. Welcome to WOW! 
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BLUNT LANGUAGE 

BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 



ACROSS 


1 Molly, initially 

5 Despite the fact that, briefly 

8 What a functional glass artist 

says if he burns himself 

12 Halves of doughnuts, in a car 

13 “Say what?” 

14 In Wayne’s World , the disease 
Mike Myers’s character 
thought he had before figuring 
out he was “just really bored” 

15 Roofs made of marijuana? 

18 Big car to clambake in 

19 Made from hash 

20 Trippy artist Salvador 

23 Middle Eastern rice dish 

27 Hockey player Bobby 

30 First name of that model who 

was photographed using 
drugs 

32 Egypt’s river 

33 Magazine for stoners? 

36 Another word for a soldier in 
the 1 940s who did a lot of 
meth 

37 Rapper who smoked endo in 
“Gin and Juice" 

38 Wayne’s World retort 

39 Like potheads 

41 Favorite green plants, among 

otters 

43 Estes with numerous kush 
strains 

45 One kind of space 

49 Study of a Stoner’s mind? 

54 “I’m 5000!” 

55 The guy who helped Kander 
write the songs in Chicago 

56 A long, rambling story 

57 Can be floppy, flying, or 
compact 

58 General associated with 
chicken 

59 School attended by 007 

DOWN 

1 Photos of drug convicts 

2 State of affairs when you’re all 
out of weed 

3 Ren Faire adult beverage 

4 Putin’s man in Syria 

5 What you need in your 
bloodstream before you 
rewatch Wayne’s World 

6 Cry predecessor 


7 State where recreational 
weed is not legal yet 

8 Common response to taking 
a hit of sativa 

9 Turtledove 

10 Investing firm with an orange 
lion in its logo 

1 1 Set- 

16 Untrustworthy sort 

1 7 You might burn it with a roach 

21 Ingredient that makes 
piecrusts tastier 

22 What you say to someone 
when they’re really, really high 
and they’re kind of freaking out 

24 What the bank puts on your 


house when you stop making 
payments because you spent 
all your money on weed 

25 “ Sprach Zarathustra” 

26 Last name of a bounty hunter 
in The Empire Strikes Back 

27 Holds the title 

28 Harvest 

29 Shah Pahlavi 

31 Joints might help take this off 

34 Sext, say 

35 Hemispherical house 

40 Da, ja, or oui 

42 Peas, beans, etc. 

44 “Fuck off, Putin” 

46 With precision 


47 Frozen food that goes great 
with waking and baking 

48 First name of that Hollywood 
pot smoker who didn’t win an 
Oscar for La La Land 

49 Pen partner 

50 “You bet, Suzette!” 

51 Seawhawks’ stats 

52 Elementary network 

53 Noted stoner Bill Maher’s 
network 


Too stoned to finish? Got ’em all 
and want to confirm your mas- 
tery? Find the answers at 
thestranger.com/ssl 7weedpuzzle 
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Cannabis 


3 LOCATIONS IN WASHINGTON 


MOUNTLAKE TERRACE 

21911 64TH AVE W. 


SEATTLE 

425.954.0640 

MT VERNON 

12001 AURORA AVE N. 


17869 STATE RT 536 

206. 734. WEED 


360.420.7038 


RECREATIONAL & MEDICALLY ENDORSED 
21+ FULL MENU AT FWEEDOM.COM 

*FOR USE BY ADULTS TWENTY-ONE AND OLDER. KEEP OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN. DO NOT OPERATE A VEHICLE OR MACHINERY UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF THIS DRUG. MARIJUANA CAN IMPAIR CONCENTRATION, COORDINATION, AND JUDGMENT. THERE MAY BE HEALTH RISKS 
ASSOCIATED WITH CONSUMPTION OF THIS PRODUCT. THIS PRODUCT HAS INTOXICATING EFFECTS AND MAY BE HABIT FORMING. 



